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EDUCATION

2024 PH.D. EMORY UNIVERSITY: Atlanta, GA

Doctor of Philosophy, Historical Studies in Theology and Religion

Result: Distinction

Dissertation: Faith, Piety, and Salvation in Irenaeus of Lyons

Committee: ~ Anthony Briggman (director), Kevin Corrigan, Gabrielle Thomas,
Mark J. Edwards

Exams: Early Christian Thought, Roman History, Second Temple Judaism,
Middle Platonism

2018 M.PHIL. UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD: Oxford, UK
Master of Philosophy in Theology (Patristics)
Result: Distinction

2015 B.A. MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE: Chicago, IL
Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Studies
Result: summa cum laude

2012 A.A. NORTHWEST STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE: Archbold, OH
Result: summa cum laude

APPOINTMENTS AND AFFILIATIONS

2026- Assistant Professor, HAMILTON SCHOOL FOR CLASSICAL AND CIVIC
EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA (Gainesville)

2024-26 UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
2026 Communications Coordinator, Jacques Maritain Center
2025 Temporary Program Manager, Jacques Maritain Center
2024-26 Visiting Researcher, History of Philosophy Forum (non-

appointment affiliation)

2024-25 Affiliate Assistant Professor of Church History, COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY (Decatur, GA)

2023-24 Arthur M. Blank Dissertation Fellow, BILL AND CAROL FOX CENTER FOR
HUMANISTIC INQUIRY (Atlanta, GA)

2023 Lecturer (part time), SPELMAN COLLEGE (Atlanta, GA)

2018-2023  James T. Laney Graduate School Fellow, EMORY UNIVERSITY

PUBLICATIONS

Monographs

2026 McCashen, Grayden. Faith, Piety, and Salvation in Irenaeus of Lyons.

Oxford Early Christian Studies. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Books
Contracted  Briggman, Anthony, and Grayden McCashen. Irenaeus of Lyons, for the series,
The Early Church Fathers. London: Routledge.



Peer-Reviewed Research Articles

2026

2026

2026

2026

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2023

2023

2023

2023

2022

2021

McCashen

McCashen, Grayden. “The Cross and Christ’s Atonement: Toward Retrieving and
Ancient Biblical Theology.” JETS 69.4. In press.

McCashen, Grayden. “Reception of 1 Thess. 5:23 in Irenaeus’ Philosophical
Anthropology: A Diachronic Approach.” Vigiliae Christianae.
https://doi.org/10.1163/15700720-bjal0119

McCashen, Grayden. “Christ’s Piety: 1 Tim 3:16 in Light of Early Christian
Tradition.” Journal of Biblical Literature 145.1.
https://doi.org/10.15699/ibl1.1451.2026.8

McCashen, Grayden. “Eve and Mary in the Second Century: A Case Study in
Irenaeus’ Sources and Legacy.” Studia Patristica. In press.

McCashen, Grayden. “Homer in Irenaeus.” Harvard Theological Review 118:
264-84. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017816025100692

McCashen, Grayden. “Philosophical Epistemology in Irenaeus.” Journal of Early
Christian Studies 33.1: 55-87. https://doi.org/10.1353/earl.2025.2a954623

McCashen, Grayden. “Prolegomenon to Irenaeus’ Epistemology: The Source of
Adversus haereses 2,13,2 and the Five Powers of the Mind Tradition.” Zeitschrift
fiir Antikes Christentum 28: 367-90. https://doi.org/10.1515/zac-2024-0022

McCashen, Grayden. “Justin’s Apologetic Pneumatology.” Nova et Vetera 22.4:
1135-1160. https://archive.stpaulcenter.com/04-nv-22-4-mccashen/

McCashen, Grayden. “Irenaeus’ Theology in Second-Century Platonism and
Christianity.” Journal of Theological Studies 75: 148-69.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jts/flac007

McCashen, Grayden. “The Impious and Their Impiety in Wisdom of Solomon.”
Journal for the Study of Judaism 54: 187-219.
https://doi.org/10.1163/15700631-bjal 0066

McCashen, Grayden. “Liberius on Athanasius at Arles, Milan, and in
Constantius’ Court.” Journal of Theological Studies 74: 673-705.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jts/flad034

McCashen, Grayden. “Victorinus of Pettau and Angelomorphic Theological
Traditions.” Vigiliae Christianae 77: 257-83. https://doi.org/10.1163/15700720-

bjal0059
McCashen, Grayden. “Liberius, Athanasius and the Roman Synod.” Journal of

Ecclesiastical History 74: 1-17.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022046922000446

McCashen, Grayden. “The Apocryphon of John’s Father Discourse as Christian
Theology.” Journal of Theological Studies 73: 611-48.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jts/flac123

McCashen, Grayden. “The Date and Context of Fortunatianus of Aquileia’s
Gospels Commentary.” Studia Patristica 127: 135-45.
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Invited Articles

Scholarly
2026

2025

2025

Public Facing

2025

Briggman, Anthony, and Grayden McCashen. “Irenaeus,” in Cambridge
History of Early Christian Theology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. In
press.

Review: Jonatan Simons, Divine Simplicity in the Theology of Irenaeus.
Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae 180. Leiden: Brill, 2023. Journal of Early
Christian Studies 33: 180-82.

Review: Einar Thomassen, Before Valentinus: The Gnostics of Irenaeus. Nag
Hammadi and Manichaean Studies 106. Leiden: Brill, 2023. Review of Biblical
Literature.

McCashen, Grayden. “The Soul in the Theology and Ministry of Irenaeus of
Lyons.” Covenant: The Online Journal of the Living Church.

Book Reviews

2023

2023

2023

2022

2019

Review: Kenneth Laing, Irenaeus, the Scriptures, and the Apostolic Writings:
Reevaluating the Status of the New Testament Writings at the End of the Second
Century. Library of New Testament Studies 659. London: T&T Clark, 2022. Pro
Ecclesia 32 (2023): 153-57.

Review: Brad Inwood and James Warren (eds), Body and Soul in Hellenistic
Philosophy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020, in Review of Biblical
Literature.

Review: Pui Him Ip, Origen and the Emergence of Divine Simplicity before
Nicaea (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2022), in Scottish
Journal of Theology 76: 299-300.

Review: David Hionides, Against “Irenaean” Theodicy: A Refutation of John
Hick’s Use of Irenaeus. Gorgias Studies in Early Christianity and Patristics 73.
Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2019, in Vigiliae Christianae 76: 111-113.

Review: Cristopher Graham, The Church as Paradise and the Way Therein. The
Bible in Ancient Christianity 12. Leiden: Brill, 2017, in Vigiliae Christianae 73:
345-49.

ACADEMIC PAPERS

2026

2026

2026

McCashen

Faith, Reason, and Philosophical Epistemology in Second-Century Christianity.
Greco-Roman Backgrounds Panel (ETS Annual Meeting), November 2026,
Denver CO.

“Reconsidering Grace vs. Works: Jewish Pneumatology in Early Christian
Soteriological Reasoning.” Theological Retrieval Panel (ETS), November 2026.

“The Mind, Soul, and Inclusivity in Early Christian Communities.” Canadian
Society of Patristic Studies 515 Annual Meeting. St. Augustine’s Seminary,
University of Toronto, May, 2026.
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2026 “Civic and Religious Piety: Early Christian ‘Moralism’ Revisited.” North
American Patristics Society annual meeting in Chicago, May 2026.

2026 “The Writings of Irenaeus and their Reception: A Prospectus, or Plea.”
Conference Commemorating 500" Anniversary of Erasmus’ Publication of
Adversus haereses. Lyon, France, May 3, 2026.

2025 “Liberius’ Restoration: The Influence of Roman Noblewomen on Imperial
Policy.” Nicaea at 1700. The First Council and the ‘“Way Together’. Sacred Heart
Major Seminary, Detroit, MI. October 2025.

2025 “Spirit in Irenaeus’ Anthropology: A Diachronic Approach.” North American
Patristics Society annual meeting in Chicago, May 2025.

2025 “Irenaeus’ Use of Philosophical Psychology.” History of Philosophy Forum,
“Works in Progress” Seminar. University of Notre Dame, February, 2025.

2024 “Eve and Mary in the Second Century: A Case Study in Irenaeus’ Sources and
Legacy.” Oxford Patristics Conference, August 2024.

2023 “Toward Unlocking Irenaeus’ imago Dei Theology.” ETS Annual Meeting, San
Antonio, TX. November 16, 2023.

2023 “The Science of Knowing God: Modern and Ancient.” Patristic, Medieval, and
Renaissance Conference at Villanova University. October 27, 2023.

2020 “Victorinus of Pettau’s Angelomorphic Theology.” Emory University Graduate
Division of Religion Historical Studies Symposium. February, 2020.

2019 “The Date and Context of Fortunatianus of Aquileia’s Gospels Commentary.”
Oxford Patristics Conference. August 22, 2019.

2019 “God’s Visible Image in Pre-Christian and New Testament Sources.” Emory
University Graduate Division of Religion Historical Studies Symposium. January,
2019.

2018 “God’s Visible Image: Imago Dei Theology in the Second Century.” Patristics

and Modern Theology Seminar. Christ Church, Oxford. February 12, 2018.
TEACHING

Instructor of Record

Graduate/Professional

History of Christian Theology Reformation to Mid-Twentieth Century (online, synchronous).
Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA.

History of Christianities: 1500 CE through 2000 CE (online, synchronous). Columbia
Theological Seminary, Decatur, GA.

History of Christianities: 100 through 1700 CE (online, synchronous). Columbia Theological
Seminary.

Undergraduate
The Origins of the Contemporary West: I (Ancients to the Scientific Revolution), Hamilton
School, University of Florida (fall 2026)
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Survey of Christianity, SREL 312 (in person). Spelman College, Atlanta.
Introduction to Ethics, Northwest State Community College (online), Archbold, OH.
Art Appreciation (online). Northwest State Community College. 4 sections.

Co-Instructor
History of Christianity 501 (Early through Medieval) online, synchronous, under Brian
Gronewoller. Candler School of Theology, Emory University.

History of Christianity 501 (Early through Medieval) in-person, under Anthony Briggman.
Candler School of Theology, Emory University.

Teaching Associate
History of Christianity 501 (Early), in-person, under Gabrielle Thomas. Candler School of
Theology, Emory University.

Thesis Advising/Mentorship

Fox Center Undergraduate Honors program mentor for Marwah Ismail’s honors thesis, “Shaping
Somali Society: The Impact of the Somali Civil War on Religious Adherence and
Identity.”

Fox Center Undergraduate Honors program mentor for Harrison Helms’ honors thesis, “Crossing
Confessional Borders: Poor Relief and Migration in Reformation Strasbourg.”

Teaching Assistant

Scripture, Theology, Practice, DMin. 721; Early Christian Narratives: The Holy Spirit in Early
Judaism and Early Christianity (RLR 700); History of Christianity 501 (Early through
Medieval); History of Christianity 502 (Medieval); History of Doctrine, in-person, under
Anthony Briggman, all at Candler School of Theology, Emory University.

Community Outreach Teaching & Engagement
Local reading group on David Bentley Hart, All Things Are Full of Gods: The Mysteries of Mind
and Life (Yale, 2024) (participant).

Lectures on Second Century Christianity. Christ Church Anglican, South Bend, IN.

Instructor, The Trinity through Gregory Nazianzen’s Theological Orations. Resonate Church,
Atlanta.

Instructor, “Christians after the New Testament.” Resonate Church, Atlanta, in conjunction with
Candler Foundry Courses in the Community.

Organized and led semester-long reading group on Music and Worship in Augustine. We read all
of Carol Harrison, On Music, Sense, Affect and Voice (Reading Augustine; Bloomsbury,
2019), and selections from James McKinnon, Music in Early Christian Literature
(Cambridge, 1987).

Instructor, “Epistle of James,” New Hope Community Church in conjunction with Moody Bible

Institute.
SERVICE
Guild
2026 Organized “Notre Chicago Early Christian Studies Workshop,” at Lumen Christi

(Chicago), between Lumen Christi, University of Chicago, and Notre Dame.
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2025-28 Member at Large, North American Patristics Society Board of Director

2026 Co-organized “Notre Chicago Early Christian Studies Workshop,” July 29, 2026.

2026 Co-organized NAPS annual meeting sessions on Irenaeus’ Reception of the Bible
and Early Christian Receptions of Irenaeus, with Grant Gasse (accepted).

2026 Manuscript peer reviewer, Journal of Early Christian Studies (John Hopkins)

2025 Manuscript reviewer, Journal of Theological Studies (Oxford University Press).
March 2025; May 2025.

2025 Chair, Fourth-Century Christology and Anthropology. North American Patristics
Society annual conference. May 2025.

2024 Chair, Panel IV, Florovsky Tantur Symposium: Feeling Teaching, Teaching
Feeling: Affect and Pedagogy between God and Humans. October 2024.

2024 Chair, History of Philosophy: Aquinas and Late Antique Philosophy session.
Aquinas at 800 Conference. University of Notre Dame, September 2024.

2024 Chair, Irenaeus II session, Oxford Patristics Conference, Oxford, August 2024.

Institutional

2026 Committee for K-12 Initiatives, Hamilton School, University of Florida

2025 Participated in PHIL course assessments at Northwest State Community College.

2024 Participant in Methodist Studies faculty member search, Candler School of Theology,
Emory University.

2022 Committee member, Dissertation Director Policy Advisory Committee, Graduate
Division of Religion at the Laney Graduate School, Emory University.

2021 Co-organized Bible and Early Christianity reading group with Sam Mullins, at
Emory University (Graduate Division of Religion).

2018-20 Co-organizer of Historical Studies Symposium, Graduate Division of Religion,
Emory University

AWARDS

2026 Distinguished Alumnus award at Northwest State Community College.

2026 Provost Fellowship with the Theology Department, University of Notre Dame
(declined).

2025 Pappas Patristic Institute NAPS scholarship

2023-24 Fox Center for Humanistic Inquiry Dissertation Fellowship

2019-23 Various Laney Graduate School PDS Awards, LGS, Emory

2019 North American Patristics Society Conference Scholarship

2018-23 Laney Graduate School Fellowship, Emory University

2018-23 Emory University PhD. Stipend

2012-15 Chicago Undergraduate Tuition Grant, Moody Bible Institute

2012-15 United Brethren Scholarship, New Hope Community Church

2012 Bryan Area Foundation Scholarship, Bryan Area Foundation

LANGUAGES (research proficiency)

ancient modern
Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Coptic, Armenian German, French, Spanish, Italian
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